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Mix and
match

frames, tints
and lenses

£40 off polarising,
Reactions and mirror lenses

Ok A0
i, BArh Book an eye test at Specsavers

specsavers.co.uk

£40 off lens upgrades: Cannot be used with any other offers. The lenses included with the £70-£170 ranges are 1.5 standard single-vision lenses (or 1.6 for £170 Rimless ranges). This offer is for £40 off any lens
upgrades but excludes safety eyewear, myopia management lenses and Aspheric 1.5 lenses. All lenses are scratch resistant. Additional charge for extra lens options which cost over £40. For any lens options that
cost under £40, any difference in value will not be refunded, discounted off your purchase or provided in cash/vouchers. Subject to suitability.
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WHY SIKH SCHOLARS HAVE
FAILED TO CONVEY SIKHI NEW
AGE MESSAGE TO THE MASSES

Gurmukh Slngh
OBE
MWy u=fa dfss sarefa |

The self-willed manmukhs read and recite; they are called
Pandits-(scholars).
SGGS 128

Post-partition (1947) Sikh scholars have failed to make an
impact on the masses; nor have they been able to respond in a
timely manner to the distortion of Sikh history by anti-Sikh ele-
ments and some Indian scholars, for example those employed
by the Indian National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) relying on hostile Mughal reports and
Persian sources.

Most modern Sikh scholars have simply chased higher quali-
fications. Their research is for other serious students and
scholars and to qualify for higher degrees and positions. Their
work is way above the heads of average readers.

Classical Sikh scholars had in-depth knowledge of Gurbani
and experience of lived-Sikhi. They were not chasing degrees
or trying to impress other scholars with abstract concepts and
high-flown language. They were humble Gur-Sikhs. They fol-
lowed in the footsteps of the Guru to take the simple message
of Sikhi to the masses. Think of the teaching tours of Guru
Nanak Sahib and Guru Tegh Bahadur. They travelled exten-
sively and showed the way while discoursing with the most
learned pundits, Muslim scholars and holy people of the time.
The Sikhi message of Shabad-Guru was understood by diverse
urban and rural audiences, by the kings and paupers. In short,
the intellectual depth of Sikh scholars was conveyed in the
language of the people.

Amongst the traditional scholars the name of Bhai Gurdas is
at the top. Traditionally, Sikhs believe that the 40 Vars of Bhai
Gurdas were approved by the Guru Arjan Dev Ji as the key to
unlocking and understanding the basic Sikhi teachings and
concepts with direct reference to Gurbani. He was a historian
and a missionary. He knew many languages and wrote the
lives of the first six Gurus. He bridged diverse philosophical
texts and interpreted the true spirit of Gurbani for the masses.
Numerous folk sayings (akhaan) are quotations from Bhai
Gurdas. So followed a tradition of scholars like Bhai Mani
Singh and Bhai Nand Lal. The main qualities of authentic Sikh
scholars have been summarised to include: deep scriptural
and historical mastery. They possess profound knowledge of
Gurbani and Sikh history, approaching texts with transparency,
academic honesty, and critical thinking, humility and open-
mindedness. They recognize the vastness of divine wisdom.
Scholarship in Sikhi is a lived experience. True Sikh scholars
maintain an active personal spiritual practice (Naam Simran) to
ensure their teachings come from a place of realization rather
than mere intellectual exercise. They advocate for the egalitari-
an principles of Sikhi, actively speaking out for human rights,
equality, and poverty alleviation. They bridge the gap between
complex theology and the modern world, encouraging the
Sangat (congregation) to think critically and reflect on their
faith.

Amongst later scholars we are reminded of Bhai Kahn Singh
Nabha, Prof. Sahib Singh and some others. Otherwise, many
have been influenced either by Brahmanical and derawaadi
thought or are biased against the Sikhi mission of the Gurus.
Sikh scholars need to study the methodology used by classi-
cal Sikh scholars. They should look for the meaning of
Gurbani within Gurbani Itself and not resort to non-Sikh
Western philosophies, ideologies and systems to compare and
authenticate Sikhi ideology and great institutions.

They should write and speak in the language of the people to
spread the simple Message of Guru Nanak Sahib practised
through Guru and Khalsa Ithaas (history and tradition).

Gurmukh Singh OBE, Ret'd Principal Civil Servant (UK) sewauk2005@yahoo.co.uk
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JSR CONTRACTS LTD.
Wadned @i wele 3 agles &
dH agn o8 afinn f wg 393 83 9

Carpenters required at various sites in Manchester

Job Descriptions: In this role as an experienced Carpenter,
a diverse set of responsibilities during the job, consist of 37.5
hours of dedicated work per week. You will be responsible for
cutting, shaping, and assembling wooden elements for the
construction of hoardings and other structures using saws,
planes, chisels, and other power or hand tools to cut, shape,
and drill according to specifications. Your main duties will
include setting up shutters as required, ensuring levels are
correctly set, and laying and fixing steel. You will assist with
pouring and finishing concrete. You will also be responsible
for stripping and cleaning shutters for reuse, as well as
cutting and cleaning slabs, maintaining and repairing wood-
work and fittings, aligning and fixing prepared wood pieces
using screws, nails, glue, and dowels to form frames, and
carrying out on-site soft strip demolition.
Annual pay is - £ 30,960.
The required training will be provided.

Person must have CSCS, Ashestos Awareness and Manual Handling

* Overseas candidates must do UK construction industry
standard qualifications on arrival and before joining the job.

Contact Mr. Randhawa via email below:
Email: jsrcontractslimited@gmail.com
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fen de=3T 3 fawgs Sud I5|
urget »iar mr Rt 7, fAest dAy
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SACRILEGE, STATE INTERFERENCE AND THE SIKH QUESTION IN PUNJAB

@3: 91 97800 03333

The recent confrontation
between Sikh institutions and the
Punjab Government over the
proposed anti-sacrilege law is
not merely a legal or political dis-
agreement. It touches the deep-
est emotions of the Sikh commu-
nity and raises serious questions
regarding religious freedom, con-
stitutional morality, State interfer-
ence in religious affairs, and the
continued failure of governments
to uncover the truth behind
repeated sacrilege incidents in
Punjab over the last fifteen
years.The recent meeting
between Akal Takht officiating
Jathedar Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gargaj and SGPC President
Harjinder Singh Dhami with
Punjab Governor Gulab Chand
Kataria at Gurdwara Sri Manji
Sahib, Alamgir, reflects the seri-
ousness of the issue. The Sikh
leadership has objected to sever-
al provisions of the proposed law
and has demanded a review
after consultation with Panthic
institutions. The announcement
of a Panthic convention at Baba
Bakala further indicates that the
matter is being viewed not as a
routine legislative issue but as
one directly connected with Sikh
religious autonomy and marya-
da.The debate, however, cannot
be confined to legal drafting
alone. It compels the nation to
honestly examine certain funda-
mental questions which govern-
ments have consistently avoided
answering.Why are incidents of
sacrilege repeatedly occurring in
Punjab alone? Why is Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji consistently
becoming the target? Why have
successive governments and
police agencies failed to expose
the complete conspiracy despite
fifteen years of investigations,
SITs, transfers of cases, and
political promises? And why are
governments repeatedly attempt-
ing to legislate on matters con-
nected with Sikh religious con-
duct without fully consulting Sikh
institutions? These questions are
central to the present confronta-
tion.Punjab occupies a unique
place in India’s civilizational and
political history. For Sikhs, it is
not merely a territorial state but
the land sanctified by the Gurus,
martyrs, and the institutions of
the Khalsa Panth. Whenever
forces have attempted to desta-

bilize Punjab socially or political-
ly, religion has often become the
easiest instrument to provoke
emotional reactions and commu-
nal mistrust. The repeated sacri-
lege incidents appear too sys-
tematic and too sensitive to be
dismissed merely as isolated
criminal acts by unstable individ-
uals. Every incident immediately
creates anger, unrest, protests,
and political polarization. It
affects not only Punjab but Sikhs
across the world because Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji is not
viewed as an ordinary scripture.
For Sikhs, Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Ji is the eternal Guru, bestowed
Guruship by Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji. Any disrespect to Guru
Sahib is therefore considered an
assault on the spiritual authority
and identity of the Sikh communi-
ty itself. This is precisely why the
repeated targeting of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji raises suspicion
in the minds of ordinary people
that a deeper conspiracy may
exist behind these incidents. No
society can repeatedly witness
attacks on its holiest spiritual
institution without questioning
who benefits from the resulting
unrest.Unfortunately, despite
repeated assurances, the com-
plete truth has never emerged.
Punjab has historically main-
tained one of the strongest intel-
ligence and policing systems in
the country. During difficult years
of militancy and terrorism, com-
plicated networks operating
across borders were identified
and dismantled. It therefore
becomes difficult for the common
citizen to understand how repeat-
ed sacrilege incidents over such
a long period could remain unre-
solved.Governments changed,
SITs were formed, political accu-
sations continued, yet the larger
conspiracy remains unidentified
in the public mind. This failure
has damaged public confidence
in institutions and strengthened
suspicion that either investiga-
tions were not pursued sincerely
or political considerations pre-
vented the complete truth from
coming before the people.The
emotional wounds became deep-
er when sacrilege-related
protests led to police firing and
loss of innocent lives. Instead of
healing Punjab through trans-
parency and justice, successive
administrations allowed mistrust
to grow. The issue gradually
transformed from a criminal mat-
ter into a crisis of faith between
the people and the State.Equally
important is the question why Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji alone

repeatedly becomes the target.
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji repre-
sents a universal spiritual vision.
It contains not only the bani of
Sikh Gurus but also the sacred
writings of Hindu bhagats and
Muslim saints. It speaks of equal-
ity, human dignity, compassion,
justice, and the unity of mankind.
It rejects caste discrimination,
fanaticism, hatred, and oppres-
sion. Its message is meant for
humanity as a whole.Sri Guru
Arjun Dev Ji, after compiling the
Adi Granth, entrusted Sikhs with
the sacred responsibility of
preparing copies and spreading
Gurbani so that the divine mes-
sage could reach every human
being. The Sikh tradition was
never based upon restricting the
dissemination of Gurbani. The
Gurus wanted the light of spiritu-
al wisdom to spread universally.
For this reason, neither Maharaja
Ranjit Singh nor any Sikh ruler
felt the need to impose excessive
legal restrictions regarding publi-
cation or dissemination of
Gurbani. Reverence for Guru
Sahib emerged from spiritual dis-
cipline, devotion, education, and
maryada accepted by the com-
munity itself, not through fear
created by State legislation.This
historical perspective is impor-
tant in understanding the current
objections raised by Sikh institu-
tions. Sikhs are not opposing
punishment for sacrilege. Every
civilized society must punish
deliberate attempts to hurt reli-
gious sentiments and disturb
communal harmony. The objec-
tion arises because many provi-
sions of the proposed law are
seen as allowing governmental
interference in matters connect-
ed with Sikh maryada and
Panthic authority.The Sikh Rehat
Maryada did not originate from
governments or legislatures. It
evolved through the teachings of
the Guru Sahiban, Gurbani,
hukamnamas, and collective
Panthic traditions accepted by
the community over centuries.
Sikh institutions therefore believe
that interpretation of maryada,
religious terminology, and mat-
ters concerning Guru Sahib must
remain within the Panthic frame-
work rather than governmental
control.lt is also important to
remember that governments
cannot protect the sanctity of reli-
gion merely through publicity
campaigns or symbolic gestures.
The much-publicised “Dhanwad
Yatra” undertaken in the state to
project extraordinary achieve-
ments of the government
appears to many people as a

political exercise and mere gim-
mick in comparison to the seri-
ousness of the sacrilege issue.
The real message would have
been stronger had those in
authority demonstrated personal
commitment to Sikh maryada,
moral accountability, and exem-
plary conduct in public life.
Reverence for religion is inspired
more by conduct and sincerity
than by political celebrations or
advertisements.This concern is
not new. It is rooted in historical
commitments made by the Indian
State itself. The understanding
reached between Master Tara
Singh and Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1959 recog-
nized the necessity of consulting
Sikh institutions on matters relat-
ing to Sikh religious affairs. It was
agreed that legislation concern-
ing Sikh issues should involve
consultation and  approval
through the SGPC General
House. That understanding
reflected respect for Sikh institu-
tional autonomy and recognition
of the distinct religious character
of the Sikh community.

Unfortunately, the present con-
troversy suggests that this spirit
of consultation has weakened.
Similarly, during the government
of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
1998-99, the draft of the All India
Sikh Gurdwara Act was sent to
the SGPC for examination and
consultation. The principle fol-
lowed was dialogue with Sikh
institutions rather than unilateral
action by the State. Even today,
that draft remains pending, but
the approach demonstrated sen-
sitivity towards Sikh sentiments
and traditions. The contrast with
the present situation is therefore
significant. Sikh institutions feel
that instead of building consen-
sus through consultation, the
State is attempting to legislate
first and consult later. This natu-
rally creates confrontation and
mistrust.The larger constitutional
issue also cannot be ignored.
India is a democratic republic
committed to religious freedom.
The Constitution guarantees
every religious denomination the
right to manage its own affairs in
matters of religion. Excessive
State involvement in defining or
regulating religious conduct can
create dangerous precedents for
all communities. Once govern-
ments begin interpreting marya-
da or religious terminology, the
boundary between religion and
political authority becomes
blurred.

... Continue on page 40 =>—>
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F.C.KHALSA LEICESTER DEDICATE THREE WINNERS’ CUPS AT WALSALL
TOURNAMENT TO THEIR FOOTBALL COACH SARDAR JAGIR SINGH BASSI

On a beautlful hot record break-
ing temperature weekend the
Asian football teams and support-
ers from around the United
Kingdom converged to the West
Midlands for the Khalsa Football
Federation KFF tournament sup-
ported by Walsall Asian Sports
Association WASA and local
Gurdwaras on 23-24 May 2026 at
the Aston University Playing
Fields, Birmingham  Road,
Walsall, West Midlands.

The annual Shaheedi tourna-
ment included KFF Senior foot-
ball, KFF Junior and Youth foot-
ball in which nearly 70 teams par-
ticipated and was enjoyed by
thousands of football lovers.

In the Premier Division semi-

finals GSA played agalnst

Khalsa Leicester and Singh
Sabha Slough Hounslow played
Guru Ravidas with GSA and
Singh Sabha Slough Hounslow
progressing to the final. Premier
Division was won by Singh Sabha
Slough Hounslow. Division 1 was
won by Queens ParkBedford who
beat GSA in the final. F.C. Khalsa
Leicester won the Over 35’s
Division beating Punjab United
Wolverhampton in the final.
F.C.Khalsa Leicester also won
the Over 45’s Division by beating
Wondervaults in the final.

On behalf of F.C.Khalsa
Leicester Santokh Singh com-
mented “Walsall has always been
my favourite KFF tournament-

.. Continue from page 39
Future governments may misuse
such powers for political or ideo-
logical purposes. Sikh concerns
therefore emerge not merely
from emotion but from constitu-
tional principles and historical
experience.The answer to sacri-
lege cannot lie only in criminal
law. Faith is protected primarily
through spiritual education,
moral consciousness, social
responsibility, and respect for
religious traditions. Laws may
punish offenders, but they cannot
create reverence in society.
Punjab today needs healing
rather than renewed confronta-
tion. The atmosphere of suspi-
cion and emotional unrest sur-
rounding sacrilege incidents has
already harmed the social fabric
of the state. Political parties must
avoid using religious emotions
for temporary advantage, and
governments must recognize the
sensitivity of Sikh religious insti-
tutions.The need of the hour is
sincere dialogue between the
State and Panthic bodies. Any
legislation concerning Sikh reli-
gious matters should emerge
only after wide consultation with
the SGPC, Akal Takht, Sikh
scholars, legal experts, and rep-
resentatives of the community.

Consensus strengthens democ-
racy; unilateralism weakens
trust.At the same time, there
must be a transparent and time-
bound effort to uncover the com-

plete truth behind sacrilege inci-
dents of the last fifteen years.
Punjab deserves answers. The
Sikh  community  deserves
answers. Unless the larger con-
spiracy, if any, is exposed before
the nation, suspicions and mis-
trust will continue to poison pub-
lic life.Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji
belongs not merely to Sikhs but
to humanity. Its message is uni-
versal. The Guru teaches truth,
humility, justice, equality, com-
passion, and peaceful coexis-
tence. The sanctity of Guru Sahib
can never be protected merely
through fear of punishment. It
can only be preserved through
collective reverence, moral edu-
cation, and spiritual awakening.
Punjab has already suffered
enough through violence, mis-
trust, and political manipulation.
The present confrontation should
therefore become an opportunity
for introspection rather than
escalation. Governments must
respect religious autonomy, Sikh
institutions must continue guiding
society responsibly, and all com-
munities must work together to
preserve peace and harmony.
Only truth, dialogue, and mutual
respect can ensure justice for
sacrilege victims, dignity for reli-
gious institutions, and lasting
peace for Punjab.
Former Chairman National
Commission for Minorities
Government of India

Igbalsingh _73 @ yahoo.co.in
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thank you to all the sewadars and
organisers who make this possi-
ble. F.C. Khalsa winning both
Veterans sections and Rana and
Raul's Under 15’s success has
kept everyone at our club smiling
all weekend...that's what it's all
about. The club would like to ded-
icate the three winners’ cups to
our dear beloved football coach
Sardar Jagir Singh Bassi who will
forever remain in our hearts.”

In the Junior football section
teams competed in the Under 8’s
, Under 9”s, Under 11’s , Under
13’s and Under 15’s. The Under
15’'s Champions at KFF Walsall
were FC Khalsa Leicester whose
team manager Raul Singh Bassi
said “ | am absolutely delighted

winning the tournament and dedi-
cate the win to my late grandfa-
ther Jagir Singh Bassi”.

One of the special guests at the
tournament was Baljit Singh Brar,
Senior Journalist and Editor of
Daily Punjab Times, Jalandhar,
published in Punjabi and English
in India and Canada had in depth
discussions with Gurdaver Singh,
President of Khalsa Football
Federation KFF in how to improve
the tournaments in future.

Rashpal Singh on behalf of
Khalsa Football Federation KFF
said “As always, Walsall tourna-
ment is excellently organised by
WASA and always well attended.”

Report: Tarlochan Singh Virk
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2 VACANCIES - Job Title: Minister of Religion at
GURU NANAK GURDWARA GLASGOW

An opportunity has arisen for the posts of minister of religion (x2) at Guru Nanak gurdwara,
Glasgow. We need Kirtani Jatha of 2 minister of religion (tier 2) to do the following duties:
Job Purpose: Perform and Understand Gurbani Kirtan hymns, katha and play-
ing the Harmonium and Tabla in accordance with the tenets of the Sikh Faith.
Main Duties include: Performing Kirtan, Nitnem, Sukhmani Sahib Path, Ardaas
and Sukhasan duties, alongside other general Gurdwara duties. Officiating at
weddings, funerals and other ceremonies in accordance with Sikh Maryada.

Recite the daily Sikh prayer from Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, singing hymns,
conduct weekly Diwan and preach Sikh Religion to congregation. Home visita-
tion. To work collaboratively with all internal teams, departments and external
agencies. Any other job as directed by the Gurdwara Committee. The Workers
will be responsible for locking and unlocking the Gurdwara premises.
Personnel Specification: Working Hours: 20 hours per week
Salary: National Minimum Wage per working hour.

Benefits: = accommodation within gurdwara (not free)
Requirements: Must be able to read and speak Punjabi and English. Must have
sufficient experience. Clean character certificate required from previous employ-
er. Good communicational and interpersonal skills.
Other details: Applicants have to be a UK resident or have the right to work in the UK.
Closing Date: Please send your application before 3rd July 2026
How to Apply-To apply, please complete the application form
at the link below or scan the QR code:

https://form.jotform.com/Glasgow_info/application-form

FOR MORE INFORMATION

pLease contact:. | Whats App 0141 334 9125

GURU NANAK GURDWARA
19-27 OTAGO ST., GLASGOW, G12 8JJ, U.K.
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Matrimonial advert is only £60 for 4 weeks

UK-born, well-educated, handsome Jatt Sikh boy (British citizen), age
23, height 5°9”, holding a good government job in the UK. Seeking a
beautiful, cultured and well-educated Jatt Sikh girl who understands
family values. Interested families may share their biodata. Please
contact: < 00 91 80549-52346 or email:jatinder.pkg@gmail.com

g I ¥ fiH-uB u3-fod Aod Aes, Wi fiv saa (fgferm saifaw), 81T 23 A®,
de 5’97, g & &9 dat Aeadt dadt BE Hew, ARat w3 uF-fedt e ity
Bt & &7 3, 7 ufge9a W' § AWSE T8l 37| IS ufses Hadt B9 AEASt
RISt 995 BEt Jof i3 399 3 AUSK a9 AA® T5: 00 91 80549-52346 Af €S
a9 #it: email:jatinder.pkg@gmail.com

UK born Jatt Sikh boy aged 26 years old, height 5ft 10’ working
professional as a pharmacist. He is well versed in both cultures,
sincere, caring with a good sense of humour. He does not drink
and is a non smoker. Family lives in Glasgow. Ideal match should
be UK born educated Jatt Sikh girl of similar age. Please reply
with a recent photo and details to email: batwal@hotmail.com or
Contact on Tel: 07791 025616.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, MRS SARABJEET KAUR W/O MANSIMARDEEP SINGH WHOSE
PERMANENT ADDRESS IN INDIA IS VPO: HARIPUR PATTI RORIWALA,
VIA: ADAMPUR DOABA, JALANDHAR, PIN: 144102, PUNJAB AND NOW
LIVING AT 185 DARLASTON ROAD, WALSALL, WS2 9SD, (UK) HEREBY
GIVE NOTICE OF MY INTENTION TO CHANGE MY NAME TO (GIVEN
NAME) SARABJEET KAUR (SURNAME) GURAYA. (U)

I, MR MANSIMARDEEP SINGH S/O GURNEK SINGH WHOSE
PERMANENT ADDRESS IN INDIA IS VPO: HARIPUR PATTI RORIWALA,
VIA: ADAMPUR DOABA, JALANDHAR, PIN: 144102, PUNJAB AND NOW
LIVING AT 185 DARLASTON ROAD, WALSALL, WS2 9SD, (UK) HEREBY
GIVE NOTICE OF MY INTENTION TO CHANGE MY NAME TO (GIVEN
NAME) MANSIMARDEEP SINGH (SURNAME) GURAYA. (U)

CHANGE OF NAME

1

1

1

1

: Please one tick box NOTE: Please
' [] £30 Print in UK only ; a'}ﬂ:{ ‘5:&7_‘5"5
'] £60 Print UK & India “;r ;v:aee ks';’::"
1 -

! [C] £85 Print UK & India (Express) Express Courier
1 I MR / MRS | MISS

1

| SON | DAUGHTER | WIFE OF MR

WHOSE PERMANENT ADDRESS IN INDIA IS

AND IS NOW LIVING AT

HEREBY GIVE NOTICE OF MY INTENTION

TO CHANGE MY NAME TO

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
 TE
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

-

Please send the completed form with payment to:
Panjab Times, Bridle Gate Lane, Derby, DE24 OQW
or email the wording to: panjabtimes@aol.com

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD TEL: 01332-372851

Account Name: Punjab Times Trust Ltd
Account No: 20853011 Sort Code: 20-25-85
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Samir Moftah LL.B (Hons.)
Deputy Head of Employment &
Litigation Department

Samir advises on employment law,
criminal defence, fare evasion, and
litigation. His clear guidance and practical
expertise help clients navigate complex
cases with confidence. Known for his
approachable style, he is dedicated to
achieving the best possible results.

Contact Samir today for trusted legal
support on telephone 01689 870769 or by
email Samir.Moftah@manaksolicitors.co.uk

Biggin Hill | Gravesend | Orpington | Sevenoaks

manaksolicitors.co.uk
01689 870 769
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Rajbir Singh Manak MA (Hons) Surinder Singh Manak LLB (Hons)
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(fAE" niTrely fiw w3 gusH A
H) RSt & 'S @ adsT A A |

TR faRset s9w o A%
f&g §a7 T, ug @W e Jiar Ty
W3 J9 AEs Histyr #um gt

et féer &, “Ueans an”’
Harer & w3 U & fuse T finr
Foo€er I I33hs yBIH B
fen fste®s muaw & &fdse
®et yu3T gesist o we gat T
wfgar @ Haer T fa adsts
Aed9 & &H AN Ja fegt
aistasT &% &d1 feur, fAm a9s
MUITUHT & JAS = T | TSI,
ASHd 2025 o9 a33T & fawdet
dtar & f&a ‘mfg=ret Aass’ @q
ufag Age a3, U9 6€ 39 few
3 G5ediE Tgdr @3 gfedt &g
g4t 39T &% g At

A33T YR HIHd, famaet
diar @ nleg S St de U gat T1
SIH fars et T @7 e Argar ArEt
disst s9F ge fog-gd € deg
TRHE 9 99 I35 | ferr digrea &
gufen 913 ofgg Hals euet feg
féx I &0t diames AT fig @<

fiur @7 3% @€ § 938 a9 fa3T
farym At | 3837 €f gest ’T &% gat
feg »r@it dieree €F @ migHet
W3S & udt 33 Bi9-8le &9 ot
J| fAm 39F diamed AT ysia
RS & RSt s & mistrt &
37 T, €W 3 mifmor ySIz o T
f A&SE YA §=SA T g T |
uS Hger Afest feo ¥ f@ ge
q&sts mfgaret AEE SHT M
IJT TS|

UBIH & fern wa Sant ger
& graeTet 37 dist I, fAam € 3faz
fedst & de=aa &% g3 ARely
fAw =a9dr aet afgs mugaint &t
& yfaforr gg aist aret 31 U9
gt wifgat er afger I fa 7e"
3 d&37 miuet ferigas st M
gger, 8§ 39 diamesdt € fen &8
J=ar|
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qq feu fefenragt @ a3% WS '3 {3 areN

ommgmmwmm TRCEH aa'r@a'rmfmrw

3BT (@A) ©
AEEUes rfge fee fEq
galeafiet fefenrast &
3B HHS 9 Mes3 & Heret
ad gafant feg ST feee uygT T
fapur 3 | fer W& fE9 mes3 &
&Ht fegau fiw fsareT § 21 A &t
AAT TS T | AT e @@ ST AR &
Ae ai3T fa feg iy gaw & wHsT
&dt I | /A & feaen & faar, “gnt
MuE ufged M TaH § FE&™
3T T 1 vies3 & fen & fawt
MU Hfsmr T, &7 fa arafid HeT |
U9 weeT &g ‘fagus’ (oeea
Ifemrg) & 93" I bt yEa
AOHE Mee 3 amiE, ga 9 fiu
afigfaet § fomsr sefe w3
firyr & ufese fds ‘fagus’ '3
fdgr @ wds Uer T farr T

Ae<E 996 Ry Agdet &
JIEs UFAfIEHS Fafen (Aearst
TH®T) ‘T AEeS g9 fa @57 &
w3 €9 fer afeme & ‘fagus’
fa€" faram ? it mmgput yemaa @
ffa @37 oww=9 ‘dad’ W, A
fagus &t Higerer & fasas @<
Tl

H™H
Hed

fae" =ust wesT

feg T wesT AgEUes
Afag €9 €W & =wat At, A 18
A% galedfel fefemaet Jaat
T MUE €T % I3 fagT A
WT Y33 faar wt | IR &9 feamw
ffw & ffa @3 ugeg Ifema
(479) 5% Jadt ‘T et =9 &1,
fAr a9 €W <t i3 T It mET
A 3¢ AH sy HR& awt &
fegaw fiwr € few ara &t Ay féer
safen forar fr &t yat 337 TH-6-
I &9 /il w3 OW et g9ast &
AeEUes w3 fen 3 99 SHsT
genf § gFfenr T, fan &% €W
& MyeE ufged M3 Uan eF &F
FE&H JITT T | MEsT & niwg St
TS €98 HI® TJ€ IEMYTS
faryr A€ €< Yyt € AHTEA M3
foseg »ran-AaneE T I |
(IHumrfed w3 nrfes we ete

yfen) & Jeayest '3 & afsie
YEdHs HY J dqIT IS | TIHAS,
fiwr & ufsr & aHeT aafent gor
Tmer JigT At fa Iadt & €W &%
sH®t fegaar disT Al fAn a9s
en & mran-dfprr &9 feg aen
gfamr |

fen g& fos & yse fSg mr
, ufsn & 7t o5z ST ails
'S YT PN I&d1 3= & dt Isst
&% Juast sar d faqesw a9
fem At Jea=vt &ar@e a9s
Jadt § 349 & whiea HStE®
AofesT fuset swtet /t, 8w f&e
o4t T aret | yfew & fer sruget
& 7539 39 ’F et Halt I 1 g
uH, i3 € fusT veg &= &
HUE Y3 &% JIv fen mieHgut
St '3 W Y € ygEe=T
& Har sist I M yeaEsaemt
&8 ufew & Aegedt 3 S &t
Var aist Ar gat T
& mesg &9 Wien fa feg ufew
fefgam <t 593 &5t M3 FeHs
B3t AT | €8T & feust M3 Assa
39 '3 S= ufgera 3 wret Hait &
w3 faar I fa sty f&e mifrat J2-
FEH @t mEeEgt € M9 3
fast A9 &3 9= &df dist
A<ai |
3 gme, g & A 3 anile
ferast fe8s wAa ANS aEt AF
Tt oAyt & ga 9 fiut &
fagus Jue ot feras o< @&
Tgs @t f3ut mEwsr &St T
fe8s wAa & FES Histar e ‘@

'S ferm west yst ufer &t fEwt
ysSifafemr & &t s9-v9 fouut
it ifen € &% t, ‘e ga’ €
HHE W99 I9ae Asfad & WEE
g & fa @&t €t uraet AsIa et
T faous & T A€ T HAWS®
yrdet ®ar@e ®E agst gawEt
adait |
fiut fega sAsee, at

fagurs Gua urd<t &drait ?
M3 Y FENT € man § fearas
3 ysifafanr fést 71 8sams &
T JI3T fa fen WS & WS-
os Tt forsewt a9 Ry
afiefaet fedu s=ast muat f&g
3 T due § ffewr 71 Bt
faar fa ag® @t few Hegmwait wear
Syt fityadn g €3’ s a
U &igr A faor I, 7 fa Aema dar
31 gt effeedls filw & mime
atar fx &t et femviarat s 3=

& fai @ 93% &9 e I, U9 €/
€ MUe I yd EE § €t sat
Sfaarfen A7 raer | feg fifg gaw er
HHST &at, gefa fEa femast e
fadt s T

@t wigr mime stz fa et
& Jet ‘M faaurs”’ s At, g8fa
€9 ff w3 gUS=a Jfema At |
ga & Hger ags (Srerdt fomt
TEs 1988 & Tar 139) 3faz
J9d A53d gt T gt fagus
95 996 € Tgat BfumT yus
J, 7 AaAeRT & gefest ufgae
‘Feitvs §° °F <t sar gt T US
TES U IHB=T feae &%
T4aT I I o finear aaeret few
T3 < '3 few § ‘aefia ysia’

fa€fa Aa9 aet few €t a®3 93"
gJer I, 3t @ ufE3T fagus sat
afg miet | fen € &% dt, T39Hs &
ga € gifs AA39 AEsT Hfowe §
ffq U39 fey & Har st I fa g
fég fiyr fedu =g I &=t
'S g9 JigT A, fAs agetnt ma
TIn ST AET I |

Hger AN faeus '3 et
Aearet urdet &at &t I, ug A
Age st & foor T fiy
gelggr fafem meaw § few

My Qe ot afam a9 faar T fa ffx

-

‘Criminal Justice Act 1988’ &
3faz et &< fést mmst &%
H3H &aT &St A7 raet fagfa fea
fges feg iyt & Aebwt yae
fefgam w3 oafia Mt &
wifgerg &% gat 38 T | Hge™ 399
uget €t g & mifaat faw urdet
& Jet Hag &dt fagr T




g eeA @ & 11- 6-2026

PanuaB TimEs U.K.

NAq A5a® FYaT fAY - mmwﬁwmmw

OgAfeRE gu I & a 1971 saraa'es‘rnmfeqﬁrs're‘r At wifan gfHar O ‘Hast

Ffast’ & UFT A96 & HY F39Ud AS HAT® O UIH fefire e i3S A5 A5dS &

faefeane 3 ffa fes ufgst ARUS a9 '3 Agag feaut I8 AT O ‘wswar Iaml
g9 odud Afay € mfadt Heardet aist fa sast &9 € U= o As Ug

fo@w mest

g5 1984 &9 sost 37 <&
Ht @999 Afgg dudan T &1F are
At IHS SIHT € ST J95
B Gfowt & fefsow f&9 Wag
A59% HYdl fAW & & Ag 3
fedue w3 Iosinsa HHAHT
o €A J | HuaT fiw sest @7 &
@v 9t € gesistae ms, fAgt &
mye fdles € 38 soa g9 <
Ifeonm e Bare, ug muat fest
feg €5t & GF g9t Sa € fus®
@999 Aoy »ied fea wifaat
Hogrdet & mareTet dist, fan &
2t Aedst § <t de I @9
Twge ¥ HAga ae fear|

39z @ I9 dAdr ¥ Sfea:
‘flam afims” 3° Wast gfast
39-18 A& € @3 &9 100 HieT
g9 &9 g9t foags & goraat
& T MIT 7 IHET & Hfdg
quaT fiwr 1942 &9 fafem Sa fee
ffara afiHs” IHS 9o 393t IF
A5 | @57 € 8¢ e fusuw frw
y3ed, @5t & e w3 feew few
I9 3T yidH &9 fIAr fomm:

gar feme gu: fiarys w3
W&o § Mae gaege Wt
fafew &9n & fdAr 39|

1947-48 aaHlg  Har:
fgarstme €as € Ae® meRd
en Ufanss fuse &3 |

1962 MI 1965 Har: d1& &
gfe™ M3 196 5 T THIUIT € Hav
' garedt feyr & 8ed1dT q958
3 frur fagistra v |

A& 1971 € O3-UTIAS™S
Har 95 EF Wt AN HadEm &
Uz fies Ffdr faprr) @57 &
muet gefia wmEr € Y= &7
gafenit T® e M MuET &F
fires war 39 & Mz9ee €S Ifv
I €Sl yrEgmT € Ag¥el HaSt
gfost’ § geter gu @ frusmet
fasti

@at & Zfdar mear ot
ufargat 84 € U9 Qus |
UfaAS™ & A69S '€ TIHS MHt
& ‘fume Far & fAQer AF yaer

IS5 BE 10 Y guT © fes
Ifepr fen it | fen fefsamra AT
Bt 393 A9 & €37 § ‘I
fefime fer 138’ 51 faefmmr At

OH 3913 3" A9a9 fegut ge&
¥ Ae9-9I@! f&9 33t d9w
A59% Hyar fRw & ffa wpfse
fotge & &3t argastyt &t 7w
Hg dist, &7 7 € €9 mifgaatn §
IH &t wret| 33 @d, G5 @
@t & fast fan d9e HOES €
39t 3* g9UHI a9 &3 fapur w3
UsHs 3 & fgmewad & fesaw
are e |

I MEB3 & I ST fegt
A9 €Rf & Yad g9 f&3T, ug Aeag
€ feN MuHsHSd =TT & AGIS
gEaT fiw & »ied 37 f&s I vs &t
AiSt BEt @0 oW % HE mMI
THEHT 2a® @ Hut A A9e®
fiwr fdsae® & yge 35 M &
Toyg mfoy dudan f&g afge
&1 | g g3at @ feg & iser &
fa 1982 f&u fE®t Ewburet a3t
g9s gfamrer ufsn <& fast ae
% fiyt et (frgt fS9 et Argar
2t A98% St AE) ISHE et aret
M3 mMuntss dis famnr| fem 3°
e wifysne fee ffa <5 ‘Araar
2+t 3By I+, faw &9 10,000 3
g Argar SAT & AT fomm | fewr
nifysAe WE w3 |t 999 Afoy
fFsaiefont % @5t & veas
Jet|

A59% Hydr fAw & HI
fgsarefant & smet f&9 iyt &%
g¢ fegag et e get, A @7 e
My fEHt e9e &% W& uiel /|
et 1984 &9 ‘fe 2alare’ § fést
myeEt mryat féeafeg €9 Aeaw
& ye Hfewm \t: “Ag fgsaefent
&% WJ AEUT I WA 996 ©F JEt
W Bare I fa @w feaws &9 fea
I3 Tt miforstiasT I 17

Tog9 wfow < fefsoma
Hoodet-Ag fI39ed & A5ds
gEar fitw & SuBaw &t gafunr &t
fanerat AUt gear fiw & nust

s

ma’r@we‘raﬁmaé‘reaa'

ga9d €9ud Afay § fEq mifad fas
faféar a3’ faar AT T |

& wufea  Ifemet  (fAs
WmE WA, JEEEst  wWI
IEle®t) § IHEET M EUHY U

St eféare u A 18uAee A5 fa
=+ fa< ovwr agqtt, fa€fa €57 &
ye muet fdealt f&9 mfag a=t
MRS f3amels di s |

FS9 WMEAY A&d% . WA,
9'F Y€ IH €S o (AUSS
Jufant f&g) dudBan & »iag
TSI o AfeaT B T 7S | JUI
felget yaa, g9dts & o &
A59S Hudl fAwW & 99 & Ug'e
femr wt, ug @7 & fiwF § It
gsge 3 Ja fasr fa@fa €v
duBan & nivg fast ggage &
Ufa®T IHST &at a9aT I e A |

a3t d9 € Aeewnt (fAe"
A59% Hednl M3 A6ds W) §
fE2wA R & fatge f&st At fa niea
free “gg maat vag”’ 95, U
€v feg 95 arF fa @7 e AraweT
e A59% &% I fAR & I9st B
€ IE mMeAaT & ye gfdar fest At
€t A3 3 <31 € &7 At

frsedt féesiam & g 3
U3 fauge feg Ft fa A59® Faar
fiur & Y9 T9e9 AT duSan &
e faféar 7’ f&9 ges fdar 1
@t & afgmpat &t Uvitws mils 3°

Hfow g¥ féw Qus A st t, 37
f 39 € A6 A9d &< o & »far
e, 3t st fiat @5t € fag AF
3t '3 ¥9r| few fotge § fEwt
f&g &5 et rwistwe SAt
nifagetrt & gy v asa &9
four, fam & yiimrar gvie fee
29 & 39t At gaAs € gy e
a3 funT |

A59% Huar fAw W3 HI
fsaiefont e NS ‘FessHa M3
fAmeH € AI® I Wt @9e Jue
TF’ & feswst @ WS At | fAg /st
% AG3A AHIES M3 TaiHa
A" °, €F A59® myar AW d%
gstrr & AF 3 ¥3TST JaIBT
ges13t At | fedt aes wl fa A€ 5
g% 1984 & A nied eu® J¢, 3t
A5d% myar fiw & gt GasT
uv, fAn &t GaeT ufosT fasas saf
il

e 89 Wl As9s &
ffwr »3 wWistMe Us9aT w9
JUST & JUT 439, FEOT AU &
A9 gfeat & mils 3° gy Ot e
€%gr afeag digT At | few 2afean
95 AUBIA f&9 ey I¥ I9st
2 € AISHHS aHiEwm @ fRT Uat
‘T FHBAT Bt mF IaT T wiar
Tue Tfen € AT foma T nie |
fag 20 & npile &9 29 &0
Hare® §¥, 3t yag Al ag<ret
& AeY 3 ewe [T Aew T AiE |

JIAHEL W3 M3 wifsy ARag
T fesd9-A69% &. MH. T
H3'9d gEar fiw & s\ vas
33 & 3foud &9 st At, fAm &
Jyg f&9 geuwts /| gw uH, 857
€ e fysu® fiw e afger I fa
@xt & i3 ufed dt fes (5 8%)
HHlGals & S9Ae @t 7 distt
B9 &% T aret A, fAn 3° e
A3 fdsaie® & ye G5 et nigem
oo €9 § 3fours f&g I At

"3 3 amie Asas fenm M3
33T®t IAYE §. St UF F
yfeee & A59® Hyar fAw & &
fesT I ufaee & Wi ST T Uz fa
@t & fuzT T »ifsy AR O
w3 fdg Fi3T farr |
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g9z © feewm &St w3
pafer & feom &% goiiet o
AaHE o gdt 1 ufanss w3
Higar fS9 9ts € sue yge Ius
393 ufgst at dan T, U9 TE
qoBen @9 2 9is < eusniest
37t 5% Tue Fait T | o &
Yy Hadt 31fed sfons & en &
Uet € Aae § €9 d94 € W's It
& 393t medE © fawas 33
fenm@e e femar fidaT T, fAn &%
g3t f™ aTanT aret T |

yos Haet sfea Ifons &
Joeen fS9 uet €t fdag § usH
95 M UStEEt § HAgS 7 a9
et @ It sEtw-3tAsT w3
yenT -’ &3 Yo g8 dt fAsT
& WES ST 7| fageter T fa
‘e Qqt zEt I fan & ses &9
‘giar’ faar Aver I | fen Har Ivae
f&g dis &t gelest 3 Hat /v
gt I, faw a9 feg Her ge fage
feam e &4t AT fEa @37 aesisa
feere g famr 31

artyg &9 & &3 e
qoen @ ‘ereq fAfagfadt’ (uet
& pofnr) wet wgat Sfwr fem
g9 @8F g9z '3 fAur €w
sar@e IT faur fa “Fa & HAW
f&g 393 SoB<H 5 wEe =%
Uet ¥ Y= § wer fder 31393
et AedE & 3F ¥ ¥9AT It
fder I, fAn Ies yenr st &9
qoen ¢ fIn @ yet ue Aer
a7’

O d9@n feg dts ot wiedt aoeT 99 & Ifax afons | © uet 3
fAg: Tar & &8t '3 Higwr €x, Tt &% fistenr Jg | © fAfsgst

o Hgeait 393 et 37 ¥39T

Ifged HINA &2 HIH ¥E&
&% IHAWT ANS SaBr & €34t
M3 Ut ygat ¥ fawst § efeer
Jear|

IHIT M3 yeHT sEi & Ut
@ % & & & g9z M HameH
feo® et sofant 3 feewe 9%
faar T
THlET & ITAAS €9 fen ‘Sinsr
Har dee’ '3 &g oH dfenrr wt |
guret 2024 &9 @7 €t Aga9 &
93 &% e I fen inde T an
a9& <t fegr Asvet A, ug g% A
g gt €5t e uzuse T forur
il

HY JHlsT & A3T § g2 §
€ HIHE GSH €t naieTet st
w3faH AIa9 M3 ge Ffaa

G159 7 fodaH 39 @ 33 915

Ifons &t AgaT dis @ 93 J9iy

wr aret 7| o It fET demew &
feew Hadt usige afons & dis
& 997 a9 fen Unde et amit
Hee Hait t, fAn § 915 & Heget &
fest a1

393 & Bar3q few & T
fdgr yaretst T fa fen Sesisa
439 (fafearst a<tse A feasn
& @ 3)) &9 < & dgeat
393 o IHedT FIftyr e &37
H3I9T g AdEt I | Hifgat @ Haer
I fx Stwzr &<t e fewar ggg &
fafsarst adisT @ s 33 7 | fea
fiee 22 fadiles St YA T A YT
399-giAe (€'39-yadt sw3) §
g&t @F &% A9t T A99 It
fédiana AF Zt fsane @ so&

(VL NV N -]

feF U 39 'T ¥ ary, 3t feg ez

At

VI NN

& eyt fiE 39 fogT aear|

g-fga I%a € Yol 57 935; g1 § §Ud Ha'S GUeTQE € JffH §eT a9e

ufemaT-ufensT € dier gt fewra €9 yaret 3fam & Iafent fea gl-foamr 978d & 979 H9 I gafaut
5% 935 &3 A€ T ASHSIH HHBT AaHe mifenrm 3 | fiyga € ue'e 39& fiis d9r @ sfge =& mfsha
Hisa =x° T8t T | feg Yot Tgers §F 891 fea vt ang &9 St dw § aret 3, fan @ mue ’3 ufen ot
€ 3% a9 It T | ufew €t Hest ussS €9 feg ofs Aane miret 3§ fa fer Yot 83 & filE féa ysuare e
HHET M3 ya'et 3fAR At | I¥ AHF UfaST HY H&#H gione fiw & fa g3t § afgs 39 '3 morer J9d §ud
gt Ifem At | €1 AN mifsia Hisa & goredt few@e 38 € g3t § gone @ J95 &9 paftms g8
fEg mfaw gfiar fssTet wit | fer afs 3 ¥er T & grone fiw, Misha 5% viegst 39 '3 IfAr Jue Sar fipnr

99T 3dedl 3% UN I &3 gt &% IEEST T9-fen dffe @ 3f03 Faeee I3 § Ae wigha JaeT
gigT miyeT et-faamr & & diar oar AfgT goe ededt & Sw faor A, 37 grene fitw & My 4-5 gfemmade
AEt 578 fie I @R § »iu fevae We femr | aHs=a & mfshd '3 Irgnt &% JEt @9 J1T | aista Aut
T3 ST nifsia § I3 aAuS™ famen farrr, ue Rete S famier y& <are a9s R & fes™ das ad
33 fE37 1| ¥4 UHBaH Jione AW (ST s 997) M3 O & 99 nicu=Ts AEhT fus'e a3% AN et gisie
garet 3fa7 HoeHT @9 a9 & famir T | ufsw et Sy-Sy feim dHF yeanT & Hefes feafewt T
AT FUHTST ST IaT I& | UTSH mifgaraint & emver iz I fa AiFteiet gew @ Ro'd AEt ot Arg H&aHT

y3tast mI fanst @ & T
gt & Fast Agve € 68 33 fomr
a Ifga Ifows ffx 58 3 &
AGH ¥ 39 35 | 79 feT Trde »idr
Tuer J, 3t 993 Bt UfaAIE MIT
&t &t & gu & ¥ a=t HeeT ¥y
AIET I A I wfan Ae® T
WM I SAIBTH-AfanT & 915 %
gamf 2y fagr 7 | fem @ fAfF 3 By
95 TS
feseameasy (3W, Uge, T&m)
& &N ’F nigT g9 fder I A
dis €5t € mits M S T
e a9 € I (fAe midar e
Jgs2er Uge)|

fest emf f@9 7e = g
demt &, €F € mEed a3
myEhT FTaHtit gu@e st
‘fostmr wr@e’ At goz-fegat
frms avar@e 951 daBen
&g iy grtsT § ‘Ia3 Wl Hiewmr
Aer A, fen & @ € geT F
e wrEl 3T Sisafmy (3faa
gfars nife) ye § ensas
feu@e &et 3793 fequt fonsast
T I4t T | §¢ Fwitet eHF § viand
feg 39 afder T fa g3z fa w3
3T &0 I T €T €% <t nivgat
fimmg f&e ous fder T | 95 feir
sTuefeer @a@er T m3 @57 &
garadt @ fIRE9’ 95 €@ SINHT
qad MuE T ffg Ber 71

H9IBeH @ feg gen 393 St
g Sq-»iy o T 393 § ufgst
gmiiet €t aist & 99 HAgS aesT
YSAT | 39T § HOBEH AG3T &F
fifar fuee ge@er adter ¥ 3T F
€% &t naa9 dis ©f Jiet 89 ¥
T ufast 10 ST AT |
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s> UgHT THPHT &t niar feg IR 393t maafeshar «

O 3V € Hde, 3™Bd E H'I: WH mreHt € 8d 3341t F-frT dar !

UsHt Erbwr feg mrist e &ar
farger fene migafeenar et ae <t
g9 A3 &4t faar, ug 993 &et fea
Afast Hae @@t Ags T adt 71 A
mydtler M3 E9s fegaa Aaret
dett g®, 3t few & Ao wAg
‘JouH & yrEl It € @t 3% €
AuSTet '3 Uer T1 993 muet &
T BASAT 80-85% YT IB TG
Hore§er T, fen set fiag 3% <t fea
Wy &=t ygfeg det 7, 3 gt
a9 @9 mafad 3978 m@er 3w
T

feg W T fa 393 & gm,
Wedlr M YUt Mt 9dr
feamut 3° 3 yate a mruet Gear
rusTEt &g fefdasr fembe &
dfam dist 71 ug feg Tesist
Mlat due '3 €at dt wfdait T 1 &t
23FeHT 3 mle TT 3% Uat
THHT @ Ha'e® §g3 Hidar Uer T
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The Unfinished Promises: Sikh Aspirations and the Congress Leadership

Dr. Igbal Singh Lalpura

The relationship
between the  Sikh
community and the
Indian National

Congress remains one

of the most significant
yet least honestly examined
chapters of modern Indian history. It
began with trust, sacrifice, and
shared struggle during the freedom
movement, but over time evolved
into mistrust, confrontation, and
unresolved constitutional
questions. Much of the later turmoil
in Punjab cannot be understood
without revisiting the assurances
made to the Sikhs before
Independence and the manner in
which many of those promises
remained incomplete after 1947.

The partnership between the
Congress and Sikh leadership was
forged during the Gurdwara Reform
Movement of the 1920s. Sikhs
launched a peaceful agitation to
liberate their historic shrines from
corrupt mahants enjoying British
patronage. Thousands courted
arrest, faced brutal repression, and
sacrificed their lives in a disciplined
non-violent movement. The
struggle deeply impressed national
leaders. Mahatma Gandhi
described the success of the
movement and the passage of the
Sikh Gurdwaras Act in 1925 as “the
first decisive battle for India’s
freedom.”

From that period onward, Sikh
political leadership, particularly
under Master Tara Singh, aligned
itself with the broader national
movement. At a time when
communal politics was intensifying
across India, the Sikh leadership
chose to support a united and
secular India rather than seek a
separate arrangement. Despite
being a small minority, Sikhs
contributed disproportionately to
the freedom struggle, revolutionary
movements, and military service.

This support, however, rested
upon repeated assurances from
Congress leaders that Sikh identity,
political  rights, and regional
aspirations would receive honourable
accommodation in free India.

In 1929, the Congress adopted
a resolution assuring minorities,
including Sikhs, that no
constitutional arrangement would
be acceptable unless it satisfied
them. In 1931, addressing a Sikh
gathering at Gurdwara Sis Ganj
Sahib in Delhi, Mahatma Gandhi
reportedly declared that Congress
would do nothing contrary to Sikh
interests and that if it ever betrayed
them, the Sikhs would be justified in
resisting it.

The most frequently quoted
assurance came from Jawaharlal
Nehru in July 1946, when he stated
that the “brave Sikhs of Punjab are
entitled to special consideration”
and that he saw “nothing wrong in
an area and a set-up in the North
wherein the Sikhs can also
experience the glow of freedom.”

These assurances acquired
enormous significance because the
Sikhs had already suffered heavily
during Partition. Punjab was
divided, historic shrines were left
behind in Pakistan, and hundreds
of thousands of Sikhs were
displaced. Yet despite immense
suffering, Sikh leadership stood
firmly with India.

The post-Independence
period, however, marked a decisive
shift in the attitude of the central
leadership towards Sikh political
demands. The optimism of
partnership gradually gave way to
suspicion. The demand for Punjabi
Suba — fundamentally a linguistic
state like those created for Telugu,
Marathi, Kannada, and Gujarati
speakers — came to be viewed
through a communal lens.

Master Tara Singh himself later
remarked that the “honeymoon with
Congress” ended when he was
arrested at Narela Railway Station
on January 19, 1949, while
travelling to attend a conference at
Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib in
Delhi to discuss Sikh aspirations in
independent India.

During this period, efforts were

also made to weaken Akali
leadership through political
divisions and inducements.

Influential Sikh leaders who had
earlier enjoyed positions and
privileges under the British
administration were encouraged to
join the Congress. Social divisions
between Jat and non-Jat Sikhs,
alien to the egalitarian principles of
Sikhism, were increasingly
exploited to politically isolate
Master Tara Singh, who himself

was a non-Jat Sikh leader.

Jawaharlal Nehru increasingly
viewed Akali politics as sectarian
and destabilising. A revealing
glimpse into this mindset appears in
Nehru’s letter dated December 29,
1953, written to Union Home
Minister Kailas Nath Katju after
disturbances at Fatehgarh Sahib
involving Master Tara Singh and
Akali supporters. In that letter,
Nehru wrote, “l am inclined to agree
that it is about time that Master Tara
Singh’s pretensions were ended.
He has had too long a rope.”

The letter reflected growing
official hostility towards Sikh
political mobilisation. Whatever
one’s political interpretation, it is
difficult to deny that by the early
1950s the Punjabi Suba movement
was no longer being treated merely
as a linguistic demand. It had
become, in the eyes of the central
leadership, a question of political
control and national security.

This approach had long-term
consequences. While other
linguistic states were reorganised
during the 1950s, Punjab remained
unresolved for nearly two decades.
The situation became further
complicated when many Punjabi-
speaking Hindus, influenced by
political polarisation, declared Hindi
rather than Punjabi as their mother
tongue during census operations. A
linguistic issue was transformed
into a Hindu-Sikh divide.

During Nehru’s lifetime, the
Punjabi Suba demand was never
fully accepted. The complex
relationship between Nehru and
Master Tara Singh continued
throughout this period. Ironically,
the Akali Dal merged with the
Congress twice — in 1948 and
again in 1956 — in the hope that
Sikh aspirations promised before
Partition  would finally be
addressed.

The eventual breakthrough
came under Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri, who accepted the

e
principle of Punjabi Suba. Shastri
had deep respect for Sikh soldiers
and the Sikh community. During the
1965 war, Sant Fateh Singh agreed
to suspend his agitation for Punjabi
Suba on the Prime Minister’s
appeal, and Shastri honoured his

commitment to support the
reorganisation. Unfortunately, he
passed away before the Hukam
Singh Committee report could be
implemented.

The reorganisation of Punjab
was finally carried out in 1966
under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
through the Punjab Reorganisation
Act. Yet even this settlement
remained incomplete. Chandigarh
was made a Union Territory instead
of being transferred fully to Punjab.
Several Punjabi-speaking areas
were excluded, and river waters
were placed under central
arrangements which many Punjab
leaders considered unjust. These
unresolved disputes continue to
influence Punjab politics even
today.

The Anandpur Sahib
Resolution of 1973 must also be
viewed within this larger historical
context. Though frequently
portrayed as separatist, many of its
provisions essentially demanded
greater federal autonomy within the
Indian constitutional framework.
Several of its principles later found
resonance in broader national
debates on Centre-State relations.
However, instead of engaging
politically with these demands,
sections of the establishment
increasingly viewed Sikh political
assertions through a security lens.

Punjab’s tragedy deepened
during the late 1970s and early

1980s. Competitive politics,
religious mobilisation, and
administrative failures created

conditions that eventually spiralled
into militancy. Several former
officials and analysts, including
former IPS officer M.K. Dhar in his
book Open Secrets and S.S. Sidhu
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forces to weaken the Akali Dal
politically. What may have begun as
tactical political management
ultimately escaped all control.
Punjab paid a devastating price.
Militancy, terrorism, police excesses,
assassinations, and fear scarred an
entire generation. The crisis reached
its most painful moment with
Operation Blue Star in June 1984,
when military action inside Sri
Harmandir Sahib deeply wounded
Sikh sentiments across the world.
An  important and  still
unresolved question remains: who
created, promoted, and fuelled
militancy in Punjab? Understanding
the roots of that tragedy remains
essential if future generations are to
avoid repeating the same mistakes.
Unfortunately, neither Sikh
intellectual circles nor sections of the
diaspora have seriously undertaken
a collective and objective
examination of this painful period.
The assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi was followed
by the horrific anti-Sikh massacres
of November 1984. Thousands of
innocent Sikhs were killed in Delhi
and other cities. Homes,
businesses, and gurdwaras were
destroyed while the state largely
failed to protect its own citizens.
Rajiv Gandhi’s statement — “When
a big tree falls, the earth shakes” —
further deepened Sikh alienation
and pain. Delayed justice,
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decades intensified the
community’s sense of betrayal.

The Rajiv-Longowal Accord of
1985 offered hope for reconciliation.
It promised solutions on
Chandigarh, territorial disputes, river
waters, and compensation.
However, major portions of the
Accord remained unimplemented.
The assassination of Sant Harchand
Singh Longowal soon afterward
further weakened the prospects of a
durable political settlement.

The healing touch expected by
the brave and loyal Sikh community

remained largely absent under
successive Congress-led
governments. However, leaders

such as Charan Singh, V.P. Singh,
Chandra Shekhar, I.K. Gujral, and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee attempted, in
different ways, to address Sikh
grievances and restore confidence.
The present national government
under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has also undertaken several
initiatives aimed at recognising Sikh
contributions and promoting Sikh
heritage globally.

At the same time, serious
introspection is also required within
Sikh political leadership itself. For
nearly four to five decades, a
powerful trio of Sikh leaders and
their  political establishments
dominated Punjab’s religious and
political landscape. They remained
influential both in state politics and
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core Sikh and Punjab-related
issues — Chandigarh, river waters,
Punjabi-speaking areas, justice for
1984 victims, rehabilitation of
affected families, and long-term
federal concerns — remained
unresolved. Religious emotions
and regional sentiments were
repeatedly invoked during elections
and agitations, but united and
sustained efforts to secure
permanent solutions were often
missing. This failure of collective
leadership also contributed to
frustration within sections of Sikh
youth and the diaspora.

The Sikh diaspora nevertheless
carries an important responsibility.
Sikhs living abroad remain
emotionally connected to the trauma
of Punjab and the memories of 1984.
Their pain and concerns cannot
simply be dismissed. However,
lasting solutions in democratic
societies emerge through dialogue,
constitutional engagement, and
democratic participation — not
through anger, extremism, or the
politics of confrontation.

Punjab today requires peace,
economic revival, social harmony,
and urgent attention to challenges
such as drug addiction and youth
alienation. The younger generation
must be guided with honesty:
historical mistakes and broken

promises did occur, but the future
be built by

cannot remaining
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engagement rather than perpetual
resentment.

The need of the hour is not to
reopen wounds for political gain, but
to encourage honest dialogue
between the Indian state, Sikh
leadership, and the global Sikh
community. India’s strength lies in its
ability to accommodate diversity with
dignity. Federalism, linguistic identity,
and minority rights are not threats to
national unity; they are pillars of a
confident and plural democracy.

The Sikh community does not
seek sympathy. It seeks fairness,
dignity, and sincere engagement. A
mature democracy must possess
the courage to acknowledge
difficult chapters of history and
address genuine grievances with
honesty rather than defensiveness.
Serious reflection within the
community and the nation can help
transform past pain into a roadmap
for reconciliation and progress.

Perhaps the time has come to
recognise a simple truth: unresolved
grievances do not disappear with
time; they deepen silently across
generations. Reconciliation demands
not rhetoric, but moral courage,
political honesty, and a shared
commitment to national harmony.
Only then can the unfinished
promises of the past give way to a
more trusting and united future.

Former Chairman, National
Commission for Minorities,
Government of India
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